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REGIONAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.06 pm]: On Thursday, 30 January 2014, I 
attended a joint Regional Mobile Communications Project launch celebrating the completion of two new 
telecommunications towers in Kondinin and Arthur River. I was accompanied by Hon Jim Chown, a member for 
the Agricultural Region. The launch highlighted and acknowledged the collaboration between the many parties 
involved in developing and commissioning these sites. To give members some background about the RMCP, in 
January 2012 Telstra was awarded $39.2 million to implement the project. It will deliver about $106 million in 
value to the state. Of particular concern to the government was the lack of highway and town-to-town coverage 
in regional areas. Western Australia is now the only state with continuous in-car coverage along its length of 
Highway 1. Reliable mobile coverage provides far-reaching benefits for regional communities and businesses, 
emergency service operations and the delivery of government and other services. 

The new mobile coverage has already made a significant difference to road and community safety for Kondinin 
locals. The town previously had very limited mobile coverage. Now they can make full use of Telstra’s Next G 
mobile network and wireless broadband. In Kondinin, for example, recent bushfires and truck accidents were 
noticed and reported very quickly, enabling immediate coordination of response teams to bring these situations 
under control. A police officer who attended the Kondinin launch is now able to take and make emergency 
mobile phone calls, utilising the new tower’s reception coverage, from anywhere across town. The time being 
saved increases the police’s capacity to protect lives and property. The RMCP is improving mobile 
communications in almost every WA region. It is providing reliable, near-continuous mobile and broadband 
coverage along major highways and in selected regional, rural and remote communities. 

I table the most recent Telstra coverage map of the RMCP. This map is current as at December 2013 and shows 
that 81 of the 113 RMCP towers planned have been completed to date, with Arthur River and Kondinin being 
among the most recent to commence operations. I commend Telstra for its promotional activities to educate and 
inform communities about the improvements, and acknowledge the agencies involved in delivering this very 
important project. 

[See paper 1392.] 
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